The use of non-specific immunopotentiators in experimental Trypanosoma cruzi infection.
The effects of levamisole, isoprinosine and Corynebacterium parvum on Trypanosoma cruzi (Y strain) experimental infection of mice were studied. In prophylactic treatment these drugs reduced the peak of parasitaemia, and had no apparent effect on mortality rate or on histopathological and electrocardiographic findings. Levamisole and isoprinosine had no effect when used after infection. Electrocardiograms were obtained from all chronic chagasic mice. The most frequent changes were left atrial overload and first degree atrio-ventricular block. These findings became more frequent the longer the animals survived. The net effect of the non-specific immunopotentiators seems to depend on several factors: host immune state, severity of infection, dose and timing of drug administration. This probably explains the variable published results and the paradoxical findings of different laboratories.